[Two cases of Duchenne muscular dystrophy complicated with dilated cardiomyopathy and cerebral infarction].
We report two cases of Duchenne muscular dystrophy (DMD) complicated with dilated cardiomyopathy (DCM), who were affected with cerebral infarction. Case 1 suddenly developed dysarthria and right facial weakness at age 21. Cranial CT study disclosed a low density area in the left basal ganglia and internal capsule. Case 2 had a history of transient ischemic attack (TIA) at age 21. Five months after the TIA, he developed right hemiplegia and dysarthria, and a low density area in the corona radiate in left cerebral hemisphere was observed in cranial CT. These two cases showed the radiographic cardiomegaly with cardio thoracic ratio (CTR) of 72.8% and 66.6%, the decreased echocardiographic left ventricular ejection fraction below 20%, and the elevated titer of thrombin-anti-thrombin III complex (TAT) and D-dimer. The autopsy of Case 2 at age 26 disclosed the remarkable degeneration and fibrosis of myocardium and old ischemic lesion in the left cerebral frontal cortex. Despite the negative finding of the emboli in the left heart, cardiogenic cerebral infarction secondary to DCM was strongly suspected in both cases.